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history of the Russian Revolution. Such great lead-
ers as Chernov, head of the Social Revolutionist
Party, which played the most important role in the
overthrow of the Romanoffs, Plachanov, the ex-
ponent of the Social Democratic Party in Russia,
the very party from which the Bolsheviks orig-
inated, and many other great revolutionists who
were unable to flee from Russia were shot or exiled
to Siberia, though their only sin was that they
believed Russia to be not quite ready for a com-
munistic order.

At that time the ruling party chose to consider
Lenin and Trotzky as the Russian Revolution, Lenin
as the guiding genius, Trotzky as the great organ-
izer. Zinovyev ruled with a merciless hand what
was known as the Leningrad District, Kaminev was
head of the Moscow District; Stalin was mentioned
occasionally as an important cog in the machine
but was never as important as Lenin, Trotzky,
Zinovyev, or Kaminev.

When Lenin became ill with a paralytic stroke,,
Trotzky was looked upon as the temporary head of
the U.S.S.R., and both Russia and the outside world
were expecting Trotzky to become Lenin's logical
successor in the event of the latter's death. But
while Trotzky was resting on his past glories and